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UNLOCKING OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE VAUGHAN METROPOLITAN CENTRE
Vaughan’s new downtown – the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre (VMC) – is off to an incredible
start with the fall grand opening of its first commercial office space by SmartCentres – KPMG.
Staff from the KPMG firm moved in this October with more than 600 employees. In addition,
there was a recent announcement that PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) is also coming to
the area. All this makes for exciting times in the City’s downtown. PwC’s 80,000-square-foot
offices comes as part of a true mixed-use project that includes a 100,000-square-foot YMCA,
a 10,000-square-foot library and a 20,000-square-foot community centre with studio space.
Totaling more than 200,000-square-feet, the mixed-use building, next to the YRT Bus Terminal
is expected to be completed by late 2019. Along with these major construction projects, efforts
will also be focused on foundational elements of public infrastructure planning.
Making sure the new VMC is both an attractive and accessible place is fundamental
for bringing people together in the heart of the city. Projects such as an integrated parking
strategy and a comprehensive VMC parks master plan are key priorities for Vaughan Council;
to ensure that the new downtown is a welcoming place. Two major public areas have
emerged as priority areas to unlock the development potential of the VMC: the Mobility Hub
and Edgeley Pond located near the major intersections of Highway 7 and Jane Street.
The number one issue for individuals, families and businesses is transportation constraints
in a rapidly growing region. Public infrastructure investments are being made to manage
congestion and reduce travel times, while simultaneously making meaningful efforts to sustain
urban growth. The Mobility Hub will be a place to connect to a variety of transit services, as
well as offer employment, housing, shopping and recreation. As it takes shape, it’s important
that an inviting space is created that provides opportunities to connect and move the 20,000
transit riders projected to be using the Mobility Hub on a daily basis by 2019.

outdoor destination for visitors, employees and residents. The goal
is to include innovative and sustainable stormwater management
strategies, and create year-round multi-layered spaces which
include consideration for biodiversity and ecological functions
as well as provide an urban interface. This includes a network
of boardwalks and trails that create meaningful connections to
the surrounding areas and the proposed pedestrian and cycling
networks.
The City will be employing an innovative outreach consultation
process for Edgeley Pond and Park’s design, beginning January
2017. Phased-in construction is slated to start in June 2018, with
a phase one opening planned for fall of 2020. Over the next five
years, Edgeley Pond and Park will become a signature amenity
for more than 8,000 new residents.
In the coming year, planning and attention will focus on infrastructure
builds, but the future holds a new downtown that is fully accessible,
and rich with beautiful spaces and integrated transit.

Opening in 2017, York Region Transit’s (YRT) three new bus rapidway vivaNext stations
For more information, visit www.Vaughan.ca/VMC
will service future TTC Line 1 Yonge-University subway riders, residents living in the VMC
and across the city. The modern structures with the eye-catching arched canopy roof are
part of a dedicated bus rapid transit way running from Edgeley Boulevard / Interchange
Way to Bowes Road. Phase one of the regional
bus terminal, located at Millway Avenue and
Apple Mill Road, is set to open in late 2017
and has been designed with longer and wider
platforms to accommodate the large number of
expected user; this demonstrates York Region’s
commitment to building a modern, efficient
and integrated public transit. An underground
public concourse will allow commuters to
access the subway line, regional bus terminal
and vivaNext station at Millway Avenue using
an underground path system.
The 220,000-square-foot mixed-use facility designed by Diamond Schmitt Architects and MJM Architects will be located
To the east of the Mobility Hub, the planned
at the heart of the VMC with access to the new TTC Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Subway Station.
© SmartCentres
7.5 hectare Edgeley Pond and Park is the largest
uninterrupted open space and City-owned piece
of land in the VMC. Located at the northeast corner of Highway 7 and Jane Street, Edgeley
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Pond will be retrofitted to provide flood controls and improve water quality, further unlocking
International Business Development
development potential in the area.
Soft Landing Space
Development around Edgeley Pond continues to gain momentum with the completion
Cultivating an Entrepreneurial Hub
and occupancy of Expo City’s Towers 1 and 2, and the development of the Met’s 572 units
Best Places for Business
north of the pond by 2019. As the VMC’s first residential neighbourhoods take shape,
Edgeley Pond and Park will offer parks and open space amenities for local residents. The
Business Bulletin
design and construction of Edgeley Pond is an opportunity for the City to create a signature
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International
Business
Development.

The City of Vaughan officially launched the Bridge@Lebovic – the City’s first
co-working, commercialization space – on Apr. 19, 2016.

In Oct. 2015, the City launched the Vaughan International Commercialization
Centre (VICC) to assist foreign businesses in gaining a foothold in
North America, while helping local companies penetrate international
markets. The VICC’s three pilot programs – Soft-Landing, Test City, and
Matchmaking – create and facilitate business opportunities, leveraging
Vaughan’s position as the gateway to the Greater Toronto economic region.

MATCHMAKING, SOFT LANDING AND INVESTMENT
Along with the Test City Program, the VICC offers a Soft Landing and
Matchmaking Program. The Soft Landing Program consists of a network
of office and meeting spaces located in Vaughan and in international markets,
including Israel, China, and Italy. A local soft landing space, the Bridge@
Lebovic, opened earlier this year at the Lebovic Campus in Vaughan and

VAUGHAN AS A TEST CITY

has already welcomed 12 tenants.

One of the greatest challenges facing companies is demonstrating the

The Matchmaking Program draws from an established network of more

tangible benefits of their services and products in real life settings.
When entering new markets, foreign firms need quick access to local services
and infrastructure, as well as seasoned guidance on financial, legal and
commercial matters. That is exactly the goal of Vaughan’s Test City Program
– serving as a living lab and allowing entrepreneurs to test, demonstrate

Test, showcase and prove your product.

“

“

and prove their products in Canada.

than 100 local and international members of the VICC to facilitate access
to innovative technologies, market channels, funding opportunities and
mentorship services. Keiretsu Forum, for example, is a member of the VICC.
With more than 46 Global Chapters in 21 countries, companies engaging with
Keiretsu have the unique opportunity to present to the world’s largest angel
investor network to raise capital and to gain assistance with licensing,
distribution and expansion.
Visit www.keiretsuforum.ca

Vaughan’s strength as a growing urban centre with billions of dollars in

KEIRETSU FORUM ANGEL CAPITAL EXPO

infrastructure investment provides opportunity, especially for those companies

October 20, 2016

engaged in developing smart city technologies. The VICC Test City Network
has built partnerships with the Living City Campus at the Kortright Centre

Keiretsu’s monthly forums profile four to five companies to active angel

and TELUS Canada, providing organizations in the utilities, safety, security,

investors. The Keiretsu Forum Expo on Oct. 20, however, will showcase

building, construction, environmental and green technology sectors with a

more than 30 companies from around the world that are ready for

chance to test and demonstrate products and services on a city-wide scale.

investment and distribution.
The Expo will be held at Global Furniture’s head office with a networking

VAUGHAN TEST CITY SHOWCASE
Oct.21, 2016

reception at Pfaff Auto’s McLaren dealership in Vaughan. Attend and
connect with investors, venture capitalists and entrepreneurs.

The City of Vaughan will be hosting the Think Canada

Visit www.k4expo.com for more details.

Global Business Summit. Taking place on October 19
and 20 in Niagara Falls, international businesses
are invited to engage with economic development
partners, professional planners, financial lenders
and business leaders to learn the intricacies of doing
business in Canada. Think Canada Global Business
Summit attendees are invited to also participate in
Vaughan’s Test City Showcase as part of the Vaughan
International Business Summit on Oct. 21, free

Soft
Landing
Space.

of charge.
Launching on the same day as Small Business Week,
the City will host business participants in Vaughan.
Interested businesses are invited to submit their
requirements to the City, and be eligible to participate
in technology demonstrations, site tours and
business-to-business meetings with local firms.
VICC Test City clients like Drone Delivery Canada and
Civica, as well as network partners like the Kortright
Centre and TELUS Canada will be on-site.
The full Think Canada Global Business Summit and
Vaughan Test City Showcase programs and agenda
are available at www.vaughan.ca/VICC.
To learn more and to see if you qualify to take
part in the Vaughan Test City Showcase on

Join the innovative ecosystem
emerging at the Bridge@Lebovic!
The Vaughan International Commercialization
Centre (VICC) Soft Landing space at the Lebovic
Campus in Vaughan that opened in spring
of 2016 is already home to twelve local and

networking technology to educate local and
international high school students who have a
keen interest in science and technology. Through
the VICC’s network, NuThink! is able to offer its
students the opportunity to gain experience by
working with growing companies.

international companies. These innovative

Finally, Rockstar Music Central is developing

companies are focused on applying the latest

cutting edge music training techniques using the

technology in gaming, marketing, and education.

latest in recording and performance technology.

BlazeSoft, a social gaming company, makes great
use of the Bridge. Through the VICC, Blazesoft
is making connections to help them develop and

The VICC network is helping them to continually
innovate and incorporate techniques from around
the world.

commercialize their trend-setting social gaming

Join these and other businesses in the VICC

applications.

where local organizations can gain an international

Oct. 21, please contact VICC@vaughan.ca.

Similarly, NuThink! Academy Inc. works with the

Space is limited.

VICC. From the Bridge@Lebovic, they developed
and administer a school program that leverages
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The Bridge@Lebovic is Vaughan’s new
Soft Landing space located at the Joseph and
Wolf Lebovic Jewish Community Campus.

reach. For more information on how you can
join the Bridge@Lebovic or to register with
the VICC, visit www.vaughan.ca/VICC, or email

VICC@vaughan.ca.
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Cultivating an
Entrepreneurial
Hub.

KICK-START YOUR NEW YEAR at the
VAUGHAN BUSINESS EXPO: Feb. 1, 2017
The Vaughan Business Enterprise Centre (VBEC), in partnership
with the Province of Ontario and the Ontario Network of
Entrepreneurs (ONE), invites entrepreneurs and companies to
the 15th Annual Vaughan Business Expo, at the Terrace Banquet
Centre, 1680 Creditstone Rd.
Last year, the Vaughan Business Expo was a sold-out event. Order a

VAUGHAN SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2016
Oct. 21 and 24 – 27

booth now to reserve your spot at the 2017 event – cost is $100.

Do not miss the entrepreneur event of the fall!

as listen to some great speakers – cost is $75.

Join Vaughan businesses for this multi-day event to connect with peers

Breakfast and lunch are included for all registered participants.

and learn from industry experts. We’re bringing together local leaders
and inspiring speakers with one goal in mind – to create new possibilities

Attend and network with Vaughan’s business community as well

Register online today! Space is limited.

bit.ly/VBX2017

for business innovation. In collaboration with community partners,

For enquiries about sponsorship opportunities, or to register,

the City of Vaughan and the Vaughan Business Enterprise Centre (VBEC)

contact the Vaughan Business Enterprise Centre:

are hosting seminars, workshops and events across the city.

Phone: 905-832-8526 | Email: VBEC@vaughan.ca

Small Business Week opens on Friday, Oct. 21, with a special reception at
KPMG’s brand new Vaughan office.
Program highlights include:

n Finance Symposium
n Incentive Programs
for Hiring

n Media and Marketing Forum

n Youth Entrepreneur Workshop
n Vaughan ThinkTank
n Dress for Success
at Vaughan Mills

Space is limited. Register today! www.vaughan.ca/VBEC

smART BUSINESS ACCELERATION PROGRAM
The smART Business Acceleration for the Creative Entrepreneur program
offers an opportunity for artists and innovators to start or expand their
creative businesses and grow alongside Vaughan’s emerging Design
and Innovation Sector.
SmART is being delivered as part of the Vaughan Business Enterprise
Centre’s (VBEC) Starter Company program and is targeted to creative
industries, such as artists and performers, architects, digital media
designers, and those working with technology. It includes Creative
Business workshops, kits for hands-on learning, and opportunities
to learn from industry leaders, helping artists develop their practice
as a sustainable business. Entrepreneurs aged 18-29 are eligible to apply
for a Starter Company grant of up to $5,000 to help start or expand
their business.
A draft business outline is required to enroll in the program. Intake sessions
are limited.
For application details, visit www.vaughan.ca/VBEC or call VBEC

Vaughan Business Expo 2016 welcomed local businesses and trade exhibitors.

Best Places
For Business.

at 905-832-8526.

Vaughan is
the largest
employment
centre in
York Region
accounting for
38% of total
employment.

11,239

3.4%

BUSINESSES
IN VAUGHAN

AVERAGE ANNUAL
EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

(2015)

(2005-2015)

VAUGHAN IS ONE OF
CANADA’S BEST PLACES FOR BUSINESS

eighth place nationally and second in Ontario. Vaughan also placed

As a rapidly growing city, Vaughan is home to more than 11,200 businesses

and reflect its position as an economic leader in the Greater Toronto

that employ more than 200,000 people. With major city-building initiatives

Area. The rankings are based on scores in more than 20 categories

underway, including the Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital, the downtown

and on data collected by Canadian Business and PROFIT magazine.

Vaughan Metropolitan Centre and the Toronto-York Spadina Subway
Extension, it’s easy to see why Vaughan is the place to be for businesses
and residents.

first in Canada’s Most Lucrative Places for Business category. All of these
rankings demonstrate the City’s commitment to business excellence

“Vaughan is committed to economic growth and pursuing opportunities
that will strengthen its local economy and global reach. The City supports
entrepreneurs and business owners at all stages. And through the

The 2016 ranking of Canada’s Best Places for Business by Canadian

Vaughan International Commercialization Centre, local and international

Business and PROFIT magazine was released mid-July awarding Vaughan

companies, receive guidance to help them expand internationally,”
said Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua.
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TRANSPORTATION &
RENTAL HOUSING FORUM

Business
Bulletin.

Proudly Presented by the

Vaughan Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, Nov. 8
Château Le Parc
Event Centre
www.vaughanchamber.ca

ENFORCEMENT OF YORK
REGION’S MANDATORY
FOOD HANDLER
CERTIFICATION BYLAW

IT’S BUDGET TIME
You’re invited to get involved
in the 2017 Vaughan City Budget!

Beginning Jan. 2017, York Region Public Health
Inspectors will enforce the Region’s Mandatory
Food Handler Certification bylaw, requiring all
high and moderate-risk food premises to have:

City Hall, 2141 Major Mackenzie Dr.

n At least one owner/operator and one food
handler with a current and valid food handler
certificate
n One certified food handler present at all times
during operations to supervise the processing,
preparation, storage, handling, display,
distribution, transportation, service and sale
of food
The bylaw, passed by York Regional Council
in Sept. 2015, is designed to ensure food
handlers understand the importance of food
safety in preventing food-borne illnesses.
Food premises not in compliance with the bylaw
will be ticketed and disclosed on YorkSafe, the
Region’s inspection reporting website.
For more information about the bylaw visit
www. york.ca/foodsafety or call Health Connection
at 1-800-361-5653; TTY: 1-866-512-6228

Public meetings will be held at Vaughan

n Monday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.
Budget Overview and Public Deputations

n Monday, Nov. 14 at 7 p.m.
Departmental Reviews and Public Deputations

n Monday, Nov. 28 at 7 p.m.
Budget Wrap-up and Public Deputations

n Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m.
Special Council Meeting to Approve the Budget
A live-stream is available on www.vaughan.ca.
Input can also be provided through an online
budget feedback form at www.vaughan.ca/budget
For more information call: 905-832-2281,
or email budgeting@vaughan.ca

LEARN TO DO BUSINESS WITH
ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT
Springhill Suites (612 Applewood Cres.)
Thursday, Nov. 24, 2016
Government organizations are one of the largest
purchasers of goods and services. Their outsourcing
contracts include many suppliers from small and
medium enterprises (SMEs). To learn how to
become a business supplier to the government,
or how to access government funding programs

Hon. Steven Del Duca
MPP, Vaughan and
Minister of Transportation

Wayne Emmerson
Chairman & CEO York Region

Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua
Mayor, City of Vaughan

LAUNCHES TO HELP
ORGANIZATIONS THRIVE
IN A LOW-CARBON ECONOMY.
The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
recently passed the Climate Change Mitigation
and Low-Carbon Economy Act to take action and
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. New
regulations apply to organizations that generate
more than 25,000 tonnes of GHG emissions
per year. These organizations are mandatory
participants and must register in the program
by Nov. 30. Organizations that generate between
10,000 and 25,000 tonnes of GHG emissions
annually can opt into the program as voluntary
participants.
Businesses in Vaughan will be affected and it is
important that organizations understand their
obligations for reporting and compliance.
As Ontario transitions into a low-carbon economy,
Windfall Ecology Centre is pleased to announce
the launch of the ClimateWise Business Network,
a target-based sustainability program for growing
businesses. As a member of ClimateWise,
businesses will be able to access tools to
measure emissions and meet GHG targets.
Gain access to technical workshops to guide
you along your sustainability journey and receive
recognition for achievements along the way.
To join the ClimateWise Business Network
visit www.climatewise.ca

– attend the information workshop and trade
show on Nov. 24 in Vaughan.
This event is co-hosted by the City of Vaughan in

This is our City.

collaboration with the Government of Canada’s

LET’S CELEBRATE TOGETHER!

departments: Office of Small and Medium

Oct. 25, 2016

Services Canada.

Order of Vaughan Ceremony at 6 p.m.
You are invited to celebrate Vaughan’s
25th anniversary at the Riviera Parque
Dining, Banquet and Convention Centre

7TH ANNUAL

WOMEN TO WOMEN
Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2016
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Enterprises, Public Works and Government

Guest Speaker:

For more program details, or to register, contact
the City of Vaughan, Economic Development
and Culture Services at ecdev@vaughan.ca
or call 905-832-2281.

(2800 Highway 7, Vaughan).
“Vaughan’s 25th anniversary is a momentous

Zahra Al-Harazi

FOUNDRY COMMUNICATIONS

PARAMOUNT CONFERENCE
& EVENT VENUE
222 Rowntree Dairy Rd., Woodbridge

For more information or to register visit
www.vaughanchamber.ca

occasion and I look forward to celebrating
this incredible milestone with the entire
community. As we look to the exciting future
of our growing city, I am inspired by the
passion and energy that is evident everywhere
in Vaughan. We each have the opportunity
to continue to do great things for our city
and I am proud to call Vaughan my home.
Together, we will take Vaughan to the next
level!”

Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, PC
Mayor

Visit www.vaughan25 for more information.
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STAY INFORMED.
Subscribe to the Economic Development e-News!
Send an email with the subject line “Sign me up for e-News!” to ecdev@vaughan.ca
CITY OF VAUGHAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND CULTURE SERVICES DEPARTMENT
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive, Vaughan, Ontario, Canada L6A 1T1
tel: 905-832-2281 • email: ecdev@vaughan.ca • web: vaughan.ca
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